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Introduction

● The Golf Club was formed in 1890.
● The Club privately owns Common land of 530 acres. Purchased in 1923 

from the estate of Lord Brownlow.
● There are two limited companies - Berkhamsted Golf Club Limited and 

The Berkhamsted Golf Club Trustee Limited
● The Berkhamsted Golf Club Trustee Limited look after the 350 acres of 

non-golfing land. Their focus is to maintain Berkhamsted Common in a 
favourable condition so that the people of Berkhamsted and surrounding 
villages can enjoy the landscape.



Berkhamsted Golf Club Limited Land



● Berkhamsted Common is largest area of Heathland left in Hertfordshire
● Deciduous Trees and Heather don’t mix well - as the leaf litter increases 

the nutrient content of the soils, which allows grasses to out-compete the 
Heather.

● Nutrient levels in soil - very important to maintain very low levels of 
Nitrogen in soil to allow Heather to thrive.

● History of Woodland Management - Trees seen today are all self-sown 
seeds that have germinated around 80 years ago and due to rabbit 
population reducing because of myxomatosis and reduction in grazing 
after World War II, allowed trees to proliferate. 

Evolution of Berkhamsted Common



How the Land has Changed

1950’s 2000’s



How the Land has Changed

1950’s 1990’s



● Biodiversity within woodlands - The edges of woodlands are the most 
diverse where the grassland meets the woodland.

● The woodland at Berkhamsted Common is even-aged, which is poor for 
biodiversity.

● Carbon sequestration - trees undoubtedly play an important part in 
removing carbon dioxide from the atmosphere. However, a well-
performing Heathland soil will also remove large amounts of carbon from 
the atmosphere.

Evolution of Berkhamsted Common



● Berkhamsted Common is the largest area of Heathland in the County of 
Hertfordshire.

● Only 50 acres of Heathland left in the entire County
● Proactive tree audit completed on trees adjacent to footpath and 

bridleways every 3 years on the Common
● Trying to proactively manage the woodland to maintain health of the 

woodland.
● Goal is to achieve balance between woodland on site and allowing 

Heathland to flourish.

Woodland Management on Berkhamsted Common



● Berkhamsted Golf Club since 2013 has worked with the Herts and 
Middlesex Wildlife Trust on conservation management of Berkhamsted 
Common.

● Berkhamsted Golf Club receive Higher Level Stewardship Scheme grant 
from Natural England to manage the Common.

● An Environmental Survey was commissioned in 2018 to give baseline data 
of the botanical species on Berkhamsted Common.

● The Wildlife Trust was instructed to create a Habitat Management Plan in 
2020 for Berkhamsted Golf Club to cover the next 10-20 years of 
management of the Common.

Conservation Management of Berkhamsted Common



Berkhamsted Golf Club, The Common and COVID-19

● Golf industry trends
● Increase in usage of Common
● Heightened risk of confrontation
● Circular walks to be created



Future Projects

Grazing of the Common

Planning Application - Clubhouse 
Extension

Heathland Regeneration
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