
Text of email to Parish Council from Hertfordshire Highways 

So as to provide greater parking opportunities within the village close to the amenities we 
are applying to the Secretary of State for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs (Defra) for 
consent to construct an additional parking bay on The Common (green) and extend the 
existing parking bay to the west under section 38 of the Commons Act 2006. 

On this occasion the Council will consult in two stages: 

1)    Informal consultation with those immediately affected by the proposal and others 
consistent with current consent guidance. 

2)    Give notice of our proposals when applying for consent, by way of sending you a copy 
of the notice in order to comply with that requirement; the Planning Inspectorate will 
determine the application on behalf of Defra. 

Under section 38, we need Defra’s consent to carry out any restricted works on land 
registered as common land under the Commons Registration Act 1965 or the Commons 
Act 2006 (and on certain other land specified in section 38). 

Defra’s decision will be based on the merits of the proposal, and will balance all the 
interests in the common, taking account of all views expressed. 

Governing criteria will be viewed in the light of the overriding objective of protecting, 
maintaining or improving the common, and of ensuring that the overall stock of common 
land is not diminished.  This will enable the diversity, variety, and overall extent, of 
common land to be safeguarded. 

This mail starts the informal consultation. Please let us know if you support this scheme 
and also if you have any other feedback or comments via email to 
tro@hertfordshire.gov.uk (please state The Common in the title) by Friday 26th August 
2016. 

Alternatively they can be sent to: 
Highways 
PO Box 153 
Stevenage 
Herts SG1 2GH 
  
Further details about consent to construct works on common land can be https://
www.gov.uk/government. 
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