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NETTLEDEN WITH POTTEN END PARISH COUNCIL 

Meeting held on Thursday 19th May 2016  

In the Church Rooms, Potten End at 8pm 

MINUTES 

Present: Cllr Bramham, Cllr Burfot, Cllr Cross, Cllr Gurney, Cllr Mitchell, Cllr Spanswick 

 

  Clerk:  Katrina Bond 

 

Also Present:  Kevin Furness, Village Warden, Ward Cllr Terry Douris, County 

Councillor David Lloyd, PCSO Lee Clements and 6 members of the public. 

 

04/16/1 ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN  Cllr Bramham nominated Cllr Burfot.  This was seconded 

by Cllr Gurney and carried unanimously. 

 

04/16/2 ELECTION OF VICE CHAIRMAN  Cllr Burfot nominated Cllr Bramham.  This was 

seconded by Cllr Mitchell and carried unanimously. 

 

04/16/3 APPOINTMENT OF WORKING PARTY MEMBERS 

 

  Open Spaces and Leisure Working Party:  Cllr Gurney (Chairman), Cllr Mitchell, Cllr 

Wright, Cllr Bramham, Cllr Burfot, Cllr Cross and Cllr Spanswick 

  Allotment Association Committee Member:  Cllr Mitchell 

 Finance and Administration Working Party:  Cllr Mitchell (Chairman), Cllr Wright, 

Cllr Bramham 

  Planning Working Party:  Cllr Grimsdale (Chairman), Cllr Bramham 

  Highways and Traffic Working Party:  Cllr Wright (Chairman), Cllr Bramham 

  Village Hall Committee Representative:  Cllr Spanswick 

 

04/16/4 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

   

  Apologies were received from Cllr Grimsdale and Cllr Wright. 

 

04/16/5 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

 

There were no declarations of interest made. 
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04/16/6 MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING (21st April 2016) 

 

The minutes were taken as read and signed by the Chairman as being a true record.  

 

04/16/7 REPORTS 

 

7.1 Police Report:   PCSO Lee Clements reported that crime figures remained low for the 

Parish but there had been a report of theft of some power tools.   PCSO Clements 

reported that any unnecessary obstruction with parked vehicles should be reported 

on the 101 line.  PCSO Clements agreed to investigate laws concerning the parking of 

ponies and traps on the Recreation Ground and that this too should be reported on 

the 101 line.  

7.2 Village Warden Report:  The hedge leading to the Old Green from The Front 

belonging to Rose Cottage is overgrown.  Bollards on the single yellow lines in 

Church Road have been removed and cars are parking on these lines.  The Warden 

and Cllr Burfot helped with a tree that needed to be cut on the Village Green. 

 

04/16/8 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 

 

8.1 Mrs Hurst thanked the Parish Council for their support with the Planning Appeal 

concerning a fence at 6 Kiln Close. 

8.2 Colin Bayley thanked the Parish Council for their support with the repairs to the 

footpath from Browns Spring along Water end Road which has improved the trip 

hazards of potholes and uneven surfacing. 

8.3 Mr Collyer asked for an update on the footpath at Browns Spring and the handrail 

from Browns Spring to the Old Green.  Both matters would be discussed by the Open 

Spaces Working Party.  Mr Collyer questioned a clear section of road between the 

newly painted yellow lines close to the entrance to the Pre-School which was 

allowing cars to park.  Cllr Lloyd, from the floor, suggested that the Parish Council 

monitors the situation before taking any action. 

8.4 Jill Bayley asked whether funding had been received from the Parish Paths 

Partnership and if so, could there be some repairs to the footpath leading to the Old 

Green from The Front.  This matter will be discussed by the Open Spaces Working 

Party. 

 

04/16/9 REPORT AND UPDATE FROM THE TRAFFIC, SPEEDING AND HIGHWAYS WORKING 

PARTY.  CLLR LLOYD ADDRESSED THE MEETING FROM THE FLOOR. 

 

9.1 Safer Walk to School Footpath:  Cllr Lloyd assured the meeting that the grass verge 

leading from from School Gardens would be made into a footpath.  The land still 

needs to be transferred from Dacorum Borough Council to Herts Highways. 

9.2 Flooding outside Martins Pond Public House:  Cllr Lloyd will investigate the regular 

flooding on this part of Hempstead Lane. 
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9.3 Parking Bays on the Village Green:  Cllr Lloyd confirmed that funds remain in his 

budget for this work to take place.  Permission is still being sought from DEFRA. 

9.4 One-Way System along The Green:  A consultation will be undertaken by the Parish 

Council to see if residents are favourable to making this road one-way. 

9.5 SID Device:  Cllr Lloyd agreed to investigate the implementation of a Speed Indicator 

Device in Hempstead Lane but it may be too heavily tree lined to allow the 

equipment to be run by solar power. 

 

04/16/9 REPORT AND UPDATE FROM THE OPEN SPACES AND LEISURE WORKING PARTY 

 

9.1 Fly Tipping on the Playing Field:  Cllr Wright agreed to look at tiles dumped on the 

field and see whether the Parish Council should write to the Football Club and ask 

them to remove the tiles.   

9.2 Locking of Gates to the Playing Field:  The code to the gates had recently been 

changed and access prevented.  Cllr Gurney, Cllr Cross and the Village Warden 

agreed to liaise to organise the locking and unlocking of the gates on a regular basis 

between the hours of dawn and dusk. 

9.3 Annual Funfair:  The Fair will arrive on Sunday 29th May and will leave on Monday 6th 

June.  They will be operating on Thursday, Friday and Saturday and possibly Sunday 

afternoon.  They will be advised that a funeral will be taking place on 31st May. 

9.4 Burial Ground:  Lovedays delivered a one tonne bag of topsoil to the Burial Ground.  

A cheque was signed at the Working Party meeting in the amount of £50 for the 

Village Warden to pay them directly.   

9.5 Adoption of Footpath at Browns Spring:  The Parish Council has now received 
official notification that the footpath is to be formally adopted and added to the 
Definitive Map of Rights of Way.  However, there is still the opportunity for an 
objection to this notification and the public has 42 days from 11th May to lodge that 
objection.  Notices have been posted to inform the public of this order. 

9.6 Village Pond:   Two day’s maintenance have been undertaken by Clearwater Ponds 
under finance previously agreed.  Clearwater has proposed further works for the 
Parish Council to consider and this additional work will be considered by the 
Working Party at their next meeting.  

9.7 WI Tree Guard:  A letter of thanks had been sent to Mark Gardener for painting the 
metal tree guard a more appropriate black. 

9.8 Request for a handrail on the footpath leading from Browns Spring to the Old 
Green:  Mr Collyer made this request at the last meeting.  Cllr Burfot will be asked if 
he could install this handrail or give further advice. 

9.9 Old Green Dumping:  The Clerk had drafted a letter highlighting the need to dispose 
of garden waste responsibly.  It was agreed that this letter would be sent to all 
households whose gardens back on to the Old Green. 

9.10 Parking on the Grass at September House:  Cllr Wright had responded to Ayla and 
stated that the Parish Council would not be able to accept their offer to sponsor this 
area and install some wooden posts in return for a small advertising board.  A 
wooden ‘no parking’ sign that is currently on the Village Green will be installed.   
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9.11 Dog Bin in Plough Lane:  A sign will be installed by Dacorum Borough Council 
advising dog walkers to deposit waste in the general bins.   Cllr Gurney  wished it to 
be made clear that the Parish Council did not request the removal and relocation of 
this bin. 

9.12 Allotments:  The Allotment Committee had drafted a proposed letter that will be 
sent to tenants  who are not keeping their plot satisfactorily.  The Allotment 
Committee has requested that the Parish Council continues to send these letters on 
their behalf.  The Working Party will be reviewing the Allotment Constitution at their 
next meeting and will then address any outstanding matters. 

9.13 The One Show:  The BBC requested permission to fly a drone from the Village Green 
to film opening shots for this show.   

9.14 Proposal to purchase a replacement Bench to be situated outside the Village Shop:  

The Working Party proposed that a recycled bench was purchased at a cost of £295 

plus VAT and the cost of fixings.  The Working Party also proposed that permission 

was sought to install a plaque on the bench commemorating the Queen’s 90th 

Birthday as a Potten End School pupil designed the official logo.  This was proposed 

by Cllr Gurney, seconded by Cllr Spanswick and agreed. 

9.15 Proposal to purchase two new Swing Seats and Chains for the Recreation Ground:  
The Working Party proposed that the Parish Council purchases two replacement 
swing seats and their chains at a cost of £361.20 plus VAT.  This was proposed by Cllr 
Gurney, seconded by Cllr Mitchell and agreed. 

9.16 Proposal to grant permission for the Pre-School to place a banner on the Village 
Green advertising their Summer Fete:  Julia Paton requested permission for a 
banner to be placed on the Village Green advertising thePre-school summer fete on  
Saturday 16th June.  This was agreed. 

9.17 Proposal to approve a budget of £100 to purchase screening for the waste bins at 

the Burial Ground:  Cllr Bramham agreed to source the screening .  Cllr Burfot also 

proposed that some small hedging plants be purchased to supplement this 

screening.  A budget of £100 was approved. 

 

04/16/10 REPORT AND UPDATE FROM THE FINANCE, ADMINISTRATION, POLICE AND 

REVIEW WORKING PARTY 

 

10.1 Approval of Accounts to be Paid:  The following invoices were approved to be paid: 

Lovedays (one tonne bag of top soil for burial ground)   £50.00 
BT Plc (Clerk’s telephone to 9.4.16) Paid via Direct Debit   £75.95 

DCVS (Clerk’s salary and payroll charges – May16)    £696.78 

Sovereign Design Play Systems Ltd (deposit for wetpour surfacing)  £846.13 

Kevin Furness (VW duties w/e8.4.16-w/e6.5.16)    £426.98 

Clearwater Ponds (maintenance to pond)                £1,668.00 

10.2 Annual Audit:  The annual internal audit by Ernest Newhouse will be undertaken on 

Friday 3rd June.    A full report will be presented at the next meeting of the Working 

Party. 

10.3 Presentation of Annual Accounts for 2015-2016:  The draft accounts were 

presented for approval at the next meeting. 
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04/16/11 REPORT AND UPDATE FROM THE PLANNING WORKING PARTY 

4/00930/16 Winchwicks   Replacement Dwelling   No obj 

  Frithsden Copse  

4/00940/16 8-10 Frithsden Lane  Works to Trees    No obj 

4/00964/16 Beechwood Farm  Fencing     TBA 

  Roman Road, Frithsden 

4/01145/16 The Old Bakery   Change of use from bakery to private  

  21a Water End Road  dining establishment for 10 persons 

11.1 Tree Felling at 17 Hempstead Lane:  DBC are satisfied that works carried out are in 

line with the permission granted.  DG explained that the applicants had submitted 

detailed plans which included the removal of several trees.   It was agreed that the 

PC will write to DBC pointing out that it appears some trees may have been taken 

down that had TPO’s on them.  If that was proved to be the case then the PC would 

like to strongly protest. 

11.2 6 Kiln Close:  Appeal has been lodged with the Planning Inspectorate and comments 

or objections are to be received before 23rd May. 

11.3 Brown’s Springs Farm:  Large amount of scrap farm vehicles on site.   It was agreed 

that a letter will be sent to DBC Enforcement asking them to investigate and report 

back their findings. 

11.4 The Old Bakery:  It was agreed that the Parish Council would not object to the 

Change of Use but would register its concerns with the lack of parking. 

 

04/16/12 TIME AND DATE OF NEXT MEETING   

THURSDAY 16th JUNE   Commencing at 8pm 
THURSDAY 21st JULY   Commencing at 8pm 
THURSDAY 15th SEPTEMBER  Commencing at 8pm 
THURSDAY 20th OCTOBER   Commencing at 8pm  
THURSDAY 17th NOVEMBER  Commencing at 8pm 
THURSDAY 8th DECEMBER  Commencing at 8pm 

 

There being no further business the meeting was closed at 9.30pm. 

 

Signed........................................................................... 

 (Chairman) 

Date.............................................................................. 
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